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Statistical information is an essential element for development; it contributes directly to capacity
building and the modernization of public administration. Official statistics are a necessary input to
facilitate better planning, monitoring and evaluation of public policies as well as to promote better
accountability to citizens in the context of results-based management. Similarly, statistics are essential
to support academic research and to sustain decisions of the private sector and society in general.

There are many global initiatives to promote the statistical activities of countries for the benefit of
development. In this context, there is a commitment not only to help improve statistics as a basis for
monitoring results of implementation of the national development programs including the MDGs, but
also from a future perspective, to support the actions that will promote statistical development in the
post 2015 phase.

In the effort to promote more effective statistical development, national governments, the donor
community and other cooperation agencies require a more systematized knowledge of the technical
and institutional capacities of each country’s statistical system. In particular, it is necessary to deepen
the knowledge related to the capacity to produce basic statistics.

The interest in developing methodological frameworks and instruments for measuring statistical
capacity is not new. A significant number of methodologies have been developed in recent years, but
few have succeeded in obtaining a detailed measurement of the statistical capacity of the National
Statistical System and, more specifically, that of the National Statistical Office. This panel discussion will
present new tools and methodologies to assess the maturity of National Statistical Systems and the
quality of the data produced by a given country.
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